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by detailed field, citizenship, and racial/ethnic background

of U.S. citizens or permanent residents: 1998
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Racial/ethnic background of U.S. citizens
or permanent residents

Students
Field Total with

Black American Asian/ White temporary
non- Indian/ Pacific Hispanic non- Other or visas

Hispanic Alaskan Islander Hispanic unknown
Native

...................................Total, all surveyed fields 224,514 14,987 1,152 14,051 10,093 140,803 10,837 32,591

..............Total, science and engineering fields 163,452 11,306 812 10,841 7,704 94,878 7,894 30,017

...............................................Sciences, total 144,378 10,420 749 8,963 7,014 86,767 7,137 23,328

...............................Physical sciences, total 8,734 431 23 610 307 4,162 291 2,910
.................................................Astronomy 230 3 1 15 2 145 15 49

..................................................Chemistry 6,543 331 18 485 247 3,167 183 2,112
......................................................Physics 1,780 83 4 96 43 759 77 718

...........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 181 14 0 14 15 91 16 31

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 5,631 101 40 187 181 4,112 247 763
...............................Atmospheric sciences 234 3 0 17 2 108 16 88

.............................................Geosciences 2,326 24 18 57 66 1,750 117 294
...........................................Oceanography 1,152 15 7 26 59 822 41 182

............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 1,919 59 15 87 54 1,432 73 199

................................Mathematical sciences 5,980 274 18 472 178 3,036 225 1,777

.....................................Computer sciences 10,644 584 25 1,891 194 3,150 646 4,154

...................................Agricultural sciences 4,699 163 25 149 175 3,227 133 827

.............................Biological sciences, total 29,057 1,395 104 2,332 1,125 17,531 1,086 5,484
....................................................Anatomy 464 22 2 35 4 310 16 75

..............................................Biochemistry 2,225 76 4 244 75 1,138 59 629
......................................................Biology 7,187 480 27 455 371 4,458 368 1,028

..............................Biometry/epidemiology 2,141 122 4 246 105 1,187 140 337
.................................................Biophysics 209 8 1 18 1 111 25 45

.......................................................Botany 1,118 30 2 53 29 670 33 301
................................................Cell biology 1,988 61 7 218 60 1,170 63 409

.....................................................Ecology 834 9 3 29 20 676 25 72
...........................Entomology/parasitology 414 6 2 17 8 291 10 80

....................................................Genetics 970 29 3 65 27 633 18 195
............Microbio., immunology, & virology 2,396 111 10 233 103 1,397 68 474

.....................................................Nutrition 3,362 170 13 191 141 2,081 63 703
..................................................Pathology 804 30 3 82 23 501 32 133

...........................................Pharmacology 1,315 85 4 148 45 727 26 280
.................................................Physiology 894 58 5 97 27 500 23 184

.....................................................Zoology 735 11 3 30 18 564 30 79
....................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 2,001 87 11 171 68 1,117 87 460

..................................................Psychology 37,741 2,925 225 1,484 2,406 26,858 2,453 1,390

...................................Social sciences, total 41,892 4,547 289 1,838 2,448 24,691 2,056 6,023
..............................Agricultural economics 680 25 3 25 21 295 21 290

................Anthropology (cultural & social) 4,556 184 70 167 195 3,359 194 387
................Economics (except agricultural) 3,460 126 5 225 98 1,224 127 1,655

................................................Geography 1,663 43 5 48 34 1,239 88 206
.................................................Linguistics 1,907 32 7 130 117 894 74 653

.........................................Political science 14,847 2,310 84 633 1,079 8,579 744 1,418
...................................................Sociology 5,732 727 45 262 359 3,545 196 598

.............................Sociology/anthropology 522 57 1 7 24 329 41 63
...............................Social sciences, other 8,525 1,043 69 341 521 5,227 571 753

..........................................Engineering, total 19,074 886 63 1,878 690 8,111 757 6,689
...............................Aerospace engineering 382 7 0 21 9 175 12 158
..............................Agricultural engineering 243 10 2 13 5 103 8 102
...............................Biomedical engineering 870 44 2 86 27 483 34 194

.................................Chemical engineering 1,721 80 8 148 65 702 54 664
..........................................Civil engineering 4,080 133 12 313 219 2,187 163 1,053

..................................Electrical engineering 4,836 193 8 743 123 1,167 225 2,377
....................................Engineering science 331 7 1 44 12 150 6 111

..............Industrial eng./manufacturing eng. 2,395 206 10 147 114 1,241 104 573
..............................Mechanical engineering 1,762 104 5 138 57 787 62 609

........................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,115 31 6 75 30 495 29 449
....................................Nuclear engineering 134 4 1 8 4 71 0 46

.......................................Engineering, other 1,205 67 8 142 25 550 60 353

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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...........................................Total, health fields 61,062 3,681 340 3,210 2,389 45,925 2,943 2,574
.................................................Clinical fields 1,823 93 17 183 50 1,188 159 133

.............................................Dental sciences 552 17 0 62 54 276 10 133
..........................................................Nursing 23,370 1,419 154 901 685 18,501 1,290 420

..............................Pharmaceutical sciences 1,717 123 8 169 97 714 59 547
........Preventive medicine/community health 7,073 804 41 781 506 4,128 291 522

.........................Speech pathology/audiology 12,221 500 52 229 422 10,265 461 292
.......................................Veterinary sciences 628 25 5 21 12 462 2 101

.........................................Other health fields 13,678 700 63 864 563 10,391 671 426

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Studies, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science 
and Engineering 


